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S t o r e r B r o a d c a s t i n g CompaxLy, o w n e r a n d o p e r a t o r of s e v e n r a d i o and 

f ive t e l e v i s i o n s t a t i o n s , a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e f i r m , S t o r e r T e l e v i s i o n S a l e s , Inc., a 

t e l e v i s i o n d i s t r i b u t i o n and p r o d u c i n g c o m p a n y , S t o r e r P r o g r a m s , I n c . , T h e D a i l y 

Sun, a M i a m i B e a c h d a i l y and: S u n d a y n e w s p a p e r , the D a d e J o u r n a l s , f ou r w e e k l y 

n e w s p a p e r s , a n d a m a j o r i t y i n t e r e s t i n t he S t a n d a r d T u b e C o m p a n y , a p r o d u c e r 

of s t e e l t ub ing in D e t r o i t a n d She lby , Ohio , a n d a m i n o r i t y i n t e r e s t in the N e m i r 

P l a s t i c s C o m p a n y of B e t h e s d a , M a r y l a n d , w a s i n c o r p o r a t e d on J u l y 1 1 , 1927, in 

O h i o . 

T h e C o m p a n y w a s f o u n d e d by G e o r g e B , S t o r e r , c h a i r m a n a n d chief e x e c ­

u t i v e o f f i c e r , and h i s b r o t h e r - i n - l a w , the l a t e J . H a r o l d R y a n , O r i g i n a l l y i t w a s 

k n o w n a s t he F o r t I n d u s t r y Oil C o m p a n y , a r e t a i l and w h o l e s a l e d i s t r i b u t o r of 

g a s o l i n e a n d p e t r o l e u m p r o d u c t s . D u r i n g 1927 and 1928 i t b u i l t o r a c q u i r e d 

13 f i l l i ng s t a t i o n s in T o l e d o a n d C l e v e l a n d . T h e s e s t a t i o n s w e r e l o c a t e d a t 

r a i l r o a d s i d i n g s and p r o v i d e d w i t h l a r g e s t o r a g e t a n k s so t h a t e a c h s t a t i o n 

c o u l d b e s u p p l i e d d i r e c t l y f r o m r a i l r o a d t a n k c a r s . T h e c o n s e q u e n t s a v i n g w a s 

p a s s e d on to the c o n s u m e r . T h e p r o d u c t w a s known a s " S p e e d e n e . " 

See k ing a m e d i u m of a d v e r t i s i n g fo r t h e p r o d u c t in the T o l e d o a r e a , the 

C o m p a n y b e c a m e i n t e r e s t e d in r a d i o . In J a n u a r y a n d F e b r u a r y of 1928 i t a c q u i r e d 

the c o n t r o l l i n g i n t e r e s t in the T o l e d o B r o a d c a s t i n g C o m p a n y , l i c e n s e e of s t a t i o n 

W T A L , a 50 w a t t s t a t i o n . In s u c c e e d i n g m o n t h s t he c a p i t a l s t o c k w a s a c q u i r e d 

a n d the C o m p a n y b e c a m e s o l e o w n e r of t h e s t a t i o n . T h e c a l l WTAL. w a s c h a n g e d 

to W S P D , the c l o s e s t p o s s i b l e a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h "Speedene» " 

In M a y , 1928, WSPD j o i n e d t h e C o l u m b i a B r o a d c a s t i n g S y s t e m a s the 

e i g h t e e n t h a f f i l i a t e of t h a t i n fan t n e t w o r k . S e p t e m b e r , 1928, s a w t h e C o m p a n y e n t e r 

i n t o a r e n t a l op t i on to p u r c h a s e a g r e e m e n t fo r s t a t i o n W G H P , D e t r o i t , a l s o an 



- 2 - 2 - 1 6 - 6 2 

a f f i l i a t e of C B S . T h e C o m p a n y o p e r a t e d the p r o p e r t y , d u r i n g w h i c h t i m e i t 

e x e r c i s e d i t s o p t i o n to p u r c h a s e , un t i l 1930, w h e n i t s o ld W G H P to John H. King 

G e o r g e W. T r e n d l e and H o w a r d P e a r c e . T o d a y the s t a t i o n i s known a s W X Y Z . 

In 1931 the C o m p a n y p u r c h a s e d WWVA, W h e e l i n g , t h e n a 5000 w a t t 

s t a t i o n on 1160 k c , o p e r a t i n g s i m u l t a n e o u s l y d a y t i m e wi th WOWO, F t . W a y n e . 

I t o p e r a t e d WWVA c o n t i n u o u s l y un t i l J a n u a r y , 1962, when , in o r d e r to c o m p l y 

w i t h F C C r e g u l a t i o n s g o v e r n i n g t he n u m b e r of s t a t i o n s an o p e r a t o r c a n h a v e , i t 

s o l d the s t a t i o n upon the a c q u i s i t i o n of WHN, N e w Y o r k . 

A l s o in 1 9 3 1 , the C o m p a n y s o l d i t s i n t e r e s t s in t he oi l b u s i n e s s to 

T h e S t a n d a r d Oil C o m p a n y of Ohio and the w o r d " O i l " w a s d r o p p e d f r o m the 

c o r p o r a t e n a m e . I t b e c a m e T h e F o r t I n d u s t r y C o m p a n y , a n a m e r e t a i n e d 

u n t i l 1952, w h e n i t w a s c h a n g e d to S t o r e r B r o a d c a s t i n g C o m p a n y . 

Down t h r o u g h t he y e a r s t he C o m p a n y fo l lowed a p o l i c y of i m p r o v i n g 

i t s f a c i l i t i e s to the m a x i m u m and of u p g r a d i n g i t s m a r k e t s w h e n e v e r p o s s i b l e . 

A s p r o f i t s w e r e m a d e , t h e y w e r e p o u r e d b a c k in to t he b u s i n e s s , WWVA, 

W h e e l i n g , fo r e x a m p l e , w a s u p g r a d e d to a 50, 000 w a t t , f u l l - t i m e s t a t i o n on 1170 kc 

I t s v o i c e w a s one of the m o s t p o w e r f u l in t he E a s t w h e n S t o r e r d i v e s t e d i t s e l f 

of i t in o r d e r to s t a y w i t h i n t he F C C o w n e r s h i p l i m i t a t i o n s upon the a c q u i s i t i o n 

of WHN, N e w Y o r k . 

I t ' s i n t e r e s t i n g to n o t e t h a t in m o s t i n s t a n c e s w h e r e S t o r e r a c q u i r e d 

a r a d i o p r o p e r t y t h o s e s t a t i o n s w e r e o p e r a t i n g a t a f i n a n c i a l l o s s o r in s u c h 

p o s i t i o n to r e n d e r i m p o s s i b l e t he s e r v i c e to t he c o m m u n i t y t h a t i s e x p e c t e d of 

a good r a d i o s t a t i o n . S t o r e r p r o v i d e d m o d e r n e n g i n e e r i n g e q u i p m e n t and s t u d i o 

l a y o u t s , n e t - w o r k a f f i l i a t i o n s in s e v e r a l c a s e s , and pu t t h e m in a s t r o n g f i n a n c i a l 
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p o s i t i o n w h e r e b y t h e y cou ld b r i n g t h e i r l i s t e n e r s good b r o a d c a s t i n g s e r v i c e . 

A l s o , S t o r e r B r o a d c a s t i n g C o m p a n y g a v e e a c h of i t s s t a t i o n s s t r o n g 

l o c a l a u t o n o m y . I t long h a s r e c o g n i z e d t ha t e a c h c o m m u n i t y d i f f e r s in c h a r a c ­

t e r i s t i c s a n d p r e f e r e n c e s and p r o g r a m s a c c o r d i n g l y . 

In 1948 S t o r e r B r o a d c a s t i n g C o m p a n y a p p l i e d fo r a n d r e c e i v e d p e r ­

m i s s i o n to e r e c t t e l e v i s i o n s t a t i o n s W S P D - T V , T o l e d o , W J B K - T V , D e t r o i t , and 

W A G A - T V , A t l a n t a . No o n e , b e f o r e o r s i n c e , e v e r a t t e m p t e d to l a u n c h t h r e e 

m a j o r t e l e v i s i o n s t a t i o n s a t the s a m e t i m e . T h e m o v e w a s c o n s i d e r e d h igh ly 

s p e c u l a t i v e in 1948, a l t h o u g h by t o d a y ' s s t a n d a r d s i t i s a g i l t - e d g e i n v e s t m e n t , 

W S P D - T V w e n t on the a i r in J u l y , 1948, W J B K - T V in O c t o b e r of t he s a m e ^ 

y e a r , a n d W A G A - T V in M a r c h , 1949 . 

S t o r e r ' s two o t h e r s t a t i o n s , W J W - T V , C l e v e l a n d , and W I T I - T V , 

M i l w a u k e e , w e r e a c q u i r e d b y p u r c h a s e in 1954 and 1958 r e s p e c t i v e l y . 

(A l i s t of S t o r e r s t a t i o n s , a c q u i s i t i o n d a t e s i s a t t a c h e d ) . 

In May , 1952, the C o m p a n y ' s c o r p o r a t e n a m e w a s c h a n g e d to 

S t o r e r B r o a d c a s t i n g C o m p a n y , The fo l lowing y e a r , N o v e m b e r , 1953, t he C o m ­

p a n y w e n t p u b l i c , b e c o m i n g l i s t e d on the N e w Y o r k S t o c k E x c h a n g e , T o d a y i t 

h a s m o r e t h a n 6, 000 s t o c k h o l d e r s . 



S T O R E R B R O A D C A S T I N G C O M P A N Y S T A T I O N S 
Y E A R S T A T I O N C I T Y D A T E A C Q U I R E D D A T E SOLD R E M A R K S 

1928 W S P D T o l e d o , O. , J a n u a r y , 1928 

1929 W G H P D e t r o i t , M i c h . O c t o b e r , 1929 M a y , 1930 

1931 WWVA W h e e l i n g , W. V a . M a r c h , 1931 
1932 C K L W D e t r o i t , M i c h . 1932 1936 A p r i l 13, 1936 

m a j o r i t y of s t o c k 
in W e s t e r n O n t a r i o 
B r o a d c a s t i n g C o m ­
p a n y , L t d , w a s so ld 

1935 WMMN F a i r m o n t , W. V a . M a r c h , 1935 A u g u s t , 1953 Upon a c q u i r i n g 
KGBS 

1938 W L O K L i m a , Ohio O c t o b e r , 1938 A p r i l , 1951 Upon a c q u i r i n g 
WSAI 

1939 WHIZ Z a n e s v i l l e , O. J u l y , 1939 J u n e , 1947 Upon a c q u i r i n g 
W J B K 

1940 WAGA A t l a n t a , G a . J u n e , 1940 J u n e , 1959 Upon a c q u i r i n g 
K P O P 

1944 WGBS M i a m i , F l a . F e b r u a r y , 1944 

1947 W J B K D e t r o i t , M i c h . J u l y , 1947 

1948 W S P D - T V t o l e d o , Ohio * J u l y , 1948 * D a t e c o m m e r c i a l 
o p e r a t i o n b e g a n 
( C P g r a n t e d 
D e c . 1946) 

W J B K - T V D e t r o i t , M i c h . * O c t o b e r , 1948 * D a t e c o m m e r c i a l 
o p e r a t i o n b e g a n 
( C P g r a n t e d 
Mar . 1947 

1949 W A G A - T V A t l a n t a , G a . * M a r c h , 1949 * D a t e c o m m e r c i a l 
o p e r a t i o n b e g a n 
( C P g r a n t e d 
D e c . 1947 



Y E A R S T A T I O N 
1951 WSAI 

195^ W B R C a n d 
W B R C - T V 

KGBS 

1954 K P T V 

WJW 

W J W - T V 

W G B S - T V 

1957 WIBG 

WVUE 

1958 W I T I - T V 

1959 K P O P * 
1962 WHN 

WWVA 

C I T Y 
C i n c i n n a t i , O. 
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D A T E A C Q U I R E D D A T E S O L D R E M A R K S 
A p r i l , 1951 

K G B S - T V San A n t o n i o , T e x . O c t o b e r , 1951 

B i r m i n g h a m , 
A l a b a m a 

J u l y , 1953 

S a n A n t o n i o , T e x . A u g u s t , 1953 

P o r t l a n d , O r e . 

C l e v e l a n d , O. 

C l e v e l a n d , O. 

M i a m i , F l a . 

P h i l a d e l p h i a , P a . 

W i l m i n g t o n , D e l . 

M i l w a u k e e , W i s e . 

L o s A n g e l e s , C a l . 

N e w Y o r k , N . Y . 

N o v e m b e r , 1954 

N o v e m b e r , 1954 

N o v e m b e r , 1954 

D e c e m b e r , 1954 

M a y , 1957 

May , 1957 

D e c e m b e r , 1958 

J u n e , 1959 

J a n u a r y , 1962 

J u l y , 1953 Upon a c q u i r i n g 
W B R C and 
W B R C - T V 

N o v e m b e r 1954 Upon a c q u i r i n g 
W J W - T V 

M a y , 1957 Upon a c q u i r i n g 
WIBG and WVUE 

N o v e m b e r 1954 Upon a c q u i r i n g 
WJW 

S u s p e n d e d o p e r a t i o n A p r i l , 1957 

W h e e l i n g , W . V a . M a r c h , 1931 

S u s p e n d e d o p e r a t i o n A p r i l , 1957 

S u s p e n d e d o p e r a t i o n S e p t e m b e r , 
1958 (off a i r ) . 

( C h a n g e d to KGBS, J u n e , I960) 
P u r c h a s e d f r o m 
L o e w ' s T h e a t r e s 
B r o a d c a s t i n g C o r p . 

J a n u a r y , 1962 Upon a c q u i r i n g 
WHN 
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